Pali Cheatsheet

1.1 Masculine and Neuter Nouns Ending in -a
masc.sg.-a nt.sg.-a masc.pl.-a nt.pl.-a
l.nom naro cittam nara citta, cittani
2.acc  naram cittam nare citte, cittani
3.inst narena cittena narehi cittehi
4.dat  naraya, narassa cittaya, cittassa naranam  cittanarh
5. abl nara, naramha, narasma  citta, cittamha, cittasma narehi cittehi
6.gen  narassa cittassa naranarm  cittanam
7.loc  nare naramhi narasmim citte cittamhi cittasmim naresu cittesu
8. voc  nara, nara citta citta nara cittani
1.2 Masculine and Neuter Nouns Ending in -u
masc.sg. nt.sg. masc.pl. nt.pl.
1. nom bhikkhu ayum bhikkha, bhikkhavo  aya, ayani
2.acc  bhikkhurh ayum bhikkha, bhikkhave  aya, ayani
3.inst  bhikkhuna ayuna bhikkhahi ayuhi
4. dat  bhikkhuno, bhikkhussa ayuno, ayussa bhikkh@nar aytinam
5. abl bhikkhuna, bhikkhumha, ayuna, ayumbha, bhikkhuhi ayahi
bhikkhusma ayusma
6. gen  bhikkhuno, bhikkhussa ayuno, ayussa bhikkh@inarh ayanarh
7.loc  bhikkhumhi bhikkhusmirh ayumbhi dyusmirh bhikkhisu aytsu
8.voc  bhikkhu ayu bhikkha, bhikkhavo, aya, ayani
bhikkhave
masc.-i: aggi — aggayo
masc.-1: pakkhi — pakkhino
nt.-i: atthi — atthini
1.3 Feminine Nouns Ending in -a and -1
fem.sg.-a fem.sg.-i fem.pl.-a fem.pl.-i
1.nom vedana bhami vedana, vedanayo bhami, bhimiyo
2.acc  vedanam bhamir vedana, vedanayo bhumi, bhimiyo
3.inst  vedanaya bhamiya vedanahi bhumihi
4.dat  vedanaya bhamiya vedananarh bhiminarm
5.abl  vedanaya bhamiya vedanahi bhumihi
6.gen  vedanaya bhamiya vedananar bhiminam
7.loc  vedanaya, vedanayam bhimiya, bhimiyam vedanasu bhtmisu, bhimisu
8.voc  vedane bhami vedana, vedanayo bhami, bhimiyo

fem.-1: kumari — kumariyo

fem.-u: yagu — yaguyo



1.4 Simple Present

Verbal terminations: Root: ydhav (to run), base: dhava
sg. pL sg. pl
Ist -mi -ma 1st dhavami dhavama
2nd -si  -tha 2nd dhavasi  dhavatha
3rd -ti -(a)nti 3rd dhavati dhavanti
The base is obtained by removing the 3rd.sg. termination -ti The final -a of the base is lengthened before m: dhavami,
from the conjugated form. dhavama.

1.5 Future Tense
The verb atthi (he is) is not used in the future tense, bhavissati is used instead.
sg. plL
bhavissami [ will be bhavissama we will be

bhavissasi  youwillbe bhavissatha you all will be

bhavissati  he willbe  bhavissanti they will be

1.6 Aorist Past Tense

Verbal terminations: Root: ydhav (to run), base: dhava
sg. pl sg. pl
1st -im  -(i)mh3, -(i)mha 1st adhavim adhavimha
2nd -o,-i -(i)ttha 2nd adhavo, adhavi adhavittha
3rd -i -(1)rhsu, -um 3rd adhavi adhavimsu, adhavum

Bases ending in e are conjugated with an inserted “s”.

singular plural

Ist  desesith [ taught desimha we taught
desimha

2nd desesi you taught desittha you all taught

3rd  desesi he taught  desesurh they taught

Also applies to causative verbs (e.g. vandati — vandapeti — vandapesi).
Similarly samacintesi, amantesi, santappesi, samuttejesi etc.

Some roots ending in long vowels also get the s aorist ending. In the plural case, the long vowel is shortened.

sg. pl
1st  atthasimm [ stood atthamha, atthamha we stood
2nd  atthasi you stood atthattha you all stood

3rd atthasi he stood  atthamsu they stood



1.7 Optative or Potential Verbs: May / Should (-eyya)

Verbal terminations: Root: ydhav (to run), base: dhava

sg. pl sg. pl.
I1st -eyyami, -emi -eyyama, -ema 1st  dhaveyyami, dhavemi dhaveyyama, dhavema
2nd -eyyasi, -esi -eyyatha, -etha 2nd dhaveyyasi, dhavesi dhaveyyatha, dhavetha
3rd -eyya, -e -eyyur 3rd dhaveyya, dhave dhaveyyum

Irregular: yas (to be), atthi Irregular: ykar (to do, make, work), karo

sg. pl sg. pl
1st  siyam, assamh  assama 1st  kareyyami, kayirami kareyyama, kayirama
2nd siya, assa assatha 2nd kareyyasi, kayirasi kareyyatha, kayiratha

3rd siya, assa siyumh, assu, siyamsu 3rd kareyya, kayira, kare  kareyyum, kayirurh

1.8 Gerund (e.g. bhavitva), a.k.a. Absolutive

bhavati (is, becomes)  bhavitva sunati (hears) sutva
gacchati (goes) gantva pivati (drinks) pitva
labhati (gets, obtains) labhitva, laddha passati (sees) disva
deti / dadati (gives) datva janati (knows) fiatva / janitva

deseti (teaches) desetva karoti (does) katva

1.9 Infinitive (e.g. bhavitum)

root + -turh

root + -iturh

Jda  daturh  togive JJcar cariturh to walk
Jgam ganturh to go \jiv jiviturh to live
vhan  hanturh to kill yhar hariturh to carry
Jkar katuh  to do, to make Jhan hanitum to kill
Jha  Aaturh  to know Jpucch  pucchiturh to ask

1.10 Causative: Having It Done (-e, -aya, -ape, -apaya)

The causative base is formed by adding -e, -aya, -ape, -apaya either to the root or the verbal base. The base thus formed is
conjugated in all tenses and moods. The causative form of a transitive verb takes two objects in the accusative.

vandati — vandapeti — vandapesi ugganhati — uggahetva — uggahapetva

Suppavasa darakarin Bhagavantari vandapesi. ... uggahetva va uggahapetva va nikkhipitabbam.
... having picked it up or causing it to be picked up, it should

be kept.

Suppavasa made her boy bow to the Blessed One.



1.11 Present Participle (-nt, -mana)

Jgam gaccha gacchant, gacchamana, gacchana going

\Jda data dadant, dadamana, dadana giving
Jdis dese desent, desayamana, desayana teaching
Jbhti bhava bhavanta being

Irregular forms:

Jas sa santa, samana being, existing

Jkar karo karont, karumana, karana doing, making

The present participles are declinable, they agree with the noun in gender, number and case.

gacchant — (nom.sg.) gaccham, gacchanto (nom.pl) gacchanto, gacchanta

1.12 Future Passive Participle: Should Be Done (-tabba)

Jda  databba, deyya should be given Jkar katabba, karaniya should be done
Jsu  sotabba should be listened to Jfia  natabba, eyya should be known
dese desetabba should be expounded Jpa  peyya should be drunk

1.13 Past Participle (-ta, -ita, -na)

Generally formed by adding -ta, -ita, -na to the verbal root or base. Sandhi rules complicate the exact forms.

rukkho patito the fallen tree
antarayiko dhammo vutto bhagavata said to be an obstacle by the Buddha
Pubbe’bhinno mallako. The cup is already broken.

bhavati  bha  tobe bhita became

passati Jdis to see dittha seen

gacchati  4gam togo gata gone

karoti Jkar  todo kata done

labhati Jlabh  to get laddha received

janati na to know nata known

bhasati Jbhas  to speak bhasita spoken
pabbajati  +/vaj to go on pabbajita  ordained

thahati  4tha  tostand thita stood
bhaveti  4bha  bhave bhavita  developed
deseti Jdis  dese desita preached
passati +dis passa passita seen
vedayati +4vid  vedaya vedayita  experienced
chindati  +/chid to cut chinna cut

khiyati Jkhi  todestroy  khina destroyed
nisidati yJsad  tosink nisinna seated

pajahati  4ha to abandon pahina abandoned



1.14 Irregular verb 4as (to be)

Present Tense Imperative Mood
sg. plL sg. plL
Ist amhi amha 1st amhi amha
asmi amha asmi amha
asma asma
2nd asi attha 2nd ahi attha
3rd atthi santi 3rd atthu santu
1.15 Irregular verb yhi (to be)
Present Tense Imperative Mood
sg. plL sg. pl
1st homi homa 1st homi homa
2nd hosi  hotha 2nd hohi hotha
3rd hoti  honti 3rd hotu hontu

1.16 Pronouns

Personal pronouns (nominative)

sg. pl
1st aham amhe, mayar, no
2nd tuvam, tvath  tumbhe, vo
3rd.masc. so, sa te
3rd.nt. tam, tad tani
3rd.fem. sa ta, tayo

ta—> (nom.sg.) so/ tam / sa

(acc.sg.) tam

Aorist Past Tense

sg. pL
Ist  asirh asimha
asimha
2nd  asi asittha
3rd asi asimsu
asum

Aorist Past Tense

sg. pl

1st  ahosimm ahumha
ahumha
2nd ahosi ahuvattha

3rd ahosi ahesurn

Possessive pronouns (genitive)

sg. pl

mama, mayham, me amhakarh, no
tava, tuyham, te tumhakam
tassa tesam

tassa tesam

tassa tasam

(nom.pl.) te / tani / ta, tayo
(acc.pl.) te / tani / ta, tayo



1.17 Compounds of Nouns Overview

Tappurisa Kammadharaya Dvanda Bahubbihi
expresses: Ais an attribute of B List AB is a quality of C
A has case-relation to B A is equivalent to B AB — obj. outside of the comp.
A5 B an A-like B A&B [AB] — C
an A that is B

Case relation: any except nom. voc.

A B in same case

A B in same case

case depends on [AB]

brahma-loko
A5 B

world of Brahma

maha-nadi
Aadj Bsub

great river

samana-brahmana

recluses & priests

su-desito dhammo
Aaijsub —C
the well-taught doctrine

aranna-vaso
loc
A— B

living in forest

sabba-seta
Aadj B adj
all white

nama-rupam

name & form

brahmano chinna-kukkucco
C Aaijsub

a brahmin (whose) worries (are) cut

rukkha-patito

A® B

fallen from tree

mano-settha
AsubBadj

mind as foremost

jara-maranam

old age & death

buddha-bhasito dhammo
AsubBadj —C
the Buddha-spoken doctrine

sarana-gamanam

sariputta-thera

hattha-padam

kam’-andho puriso

A ﬁ) B Asustub AsubBadj —C
going for refuge Sariputta, the elder hands & feet a desire-blinded man
kutagarasala mukha-canda candima-suriya piti-sukham pathamari jhanam

gen

AEL BEL o

hall of house with a ridge

Asub B sub

moon-like face

moon & sun

A&B—C
the 1st jhana (that is) joy & ease

Avyayibhava Digu sub-type of

Adverbial Numerical kammadharaya

adv. don’t take a case A B in same case

Apretix Boown Aind Booun ApmB (5g0t) Ay B (not nt)

patisotam yathabhutam sattaham ekapuggalo

against the stream as it is seven days one person

nimmakasari yavajivari salayatanar tibhava

mosquito-free for the length of life  six senses three spheres of existence
ajjhattam [adhi + atta] pacchabhattam tictvaram catuddisa

inner; personal; subjective

after the meal

three robes

four directions



1.18 Declension Cases Overview

. Nominative  subject performing the action

. Accusative direct object
. Instrumental means, instrument
. Dative

1

2

3

4 indirect object, recipient, purpose
5. Ablative

6

7

8

motion/separation from, comparison
. Genitive possession, relationship
. Locative location, time

. Vocative direct address

Who is giving? 1.nom
What is he/she giving? @ 2.acc
With/by/through what? (@ 3.inst
To whom? For what?
From where? Better than what? 5.abl
Whose? 6. gen
Where? 7.1oc
Form, bhikkhus, is not-self. 0«
ind
Mnemonics: O verb

1. Nominate who will do it.
2. Give an objective accusation.
3. Fix it with this instrument.

4. Donate a date to him.

Origin of the word “Dative”:

PIE root: ydo- to give
Latin:

Pali/Sanskrit:

Origin of the word “Ablative”:

Latin PIE Pali/Sanskrit
ab-  yapo  apa-
ferre  +bher- ybhar /bhr  to
Jetavane
hatthini

sondaya va

off, away from

digha-hatthena va

5. Pieces fall from the ablative heat-shield.
6. The genitive glues possessions to people.
7. Locate him in space and time.

8. Shout a vocal address.

donum gift, donatio a giving, dativus pertaining to giving

dadati gives [{da + da + a —» dada]

apocalypse, apology, apostle
carry, to bear  birth, bring, burden,

differ, offer, suffer, transfer

mahasaddam pahini

sondato

imassa

hatthipotakassa

tinena kucchi mahanto ahosi



	Pāli Cheatsheet
	Masculine and Neuter Nouns Ending in -a
	Masculine and Neuter Nouns Ending in -u
	Feminine Nouns Ending in -ā and -i
	Simple Present
	Future Tense
	Aorist Past Tense
	Optative or Potential Verbs: May / Should (-eyya)
	Gerund (e.g. bhavitvā), a.k.a. Absolutive
	Infinitive (e.g. bhavituṁ)
	Causative: Having It Done (-e, -aya, -āpe, -āpaya)
	Present Participle (-nt, -māna)
	Future Passive Participle: Should Be Done (-tabba)
	Past Participle (-ta, -ita, -na)
	Irregular verb √as (to be)
	Irregular verb √hū (to be)
	Pronouns
	Compounds of Nouns Overview
	Declension Cases Overview


